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One of the thesis's strengths is its ability to connect historical lslamic political theory to contemporary 

debates. The author argues that while classical lslamic political rationalism provides a foundation for non­

religious reasoning, it does not offer a basis for popular sovereignty, a cornerstone of modem democracy. 

This observation is particularly relevant in discussions on the relationship between lslam and democracy. 

The thesis also challenges popular historical narratives that often distort the complexities of lslamic 

political history. By emphasizing the importance of addressing these distortions, the author calls for a 

more critical engagement with history to inform contemporary lslamic political movements. 

Conclusion 

Dr. Gokhan Bacik's habilitation work is a brilliant contribution to the field of lslamic political theory in the 

Middle Ages. lts focus on political rationalism, contextual analysis of key figures, and relevance to 

contemporary discourse make it an innovative and remarkable study, providing a nuanced understanding 

of the interplay between religion, politics, and society in lslamic history. 

Bacik's scholarly expertise, methodological rigor, and clarity of exposition make him a very strong 

candidate for university teaching and research. His work not only enriches academic discourse but also 

has the potential to inspire and educate both scholars and students. 

ln conclusion, I can recommend without any reservation Dr. Gokhan Bacik's thesis as a basis for 

proceeding with his habilitation process. 

Yours sincerely, 
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