
 
455 Patterson Office Tower   |   Lexington, KY 40506-0027   |   P: 859-257-4666   |   F: 859-257-4676   |   pattersonschool.uky.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Kentucky 

Patterson School of Diplomacy 
and International Commerce 
 

 
 

 
28 March 2026 

 

Habilitation Thesis Reviewer’s Report 

 

Applicant:   Dr. Gokhan Bacik    

University:   Palacky University 

Unit:     Department of Politics and European Studies 

Habilitation Thesis Title: The Birth and Evolution of Islamic Political Theory: Political Rationalism from 

Ibn al-Muqaffa to Ibn Khaldun 

Reviewer:   Professor Gregory Hall 

Unit:    Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce 

University:   University of Kentucky 

 

 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY AND CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIELD 

This study, The Birth and Evolution of Islamic Political Theory, examines Islamic Political Thought in 

historical context. I believe the author best sums up the main argument in his Conclusion chapter: “Islamic 

history is just another chapter of human history.” “Gradually, Islam was practically ‘deconstructed’ by political 

dynamics…(and that) ‘deconstruction’ inevitably contextualized Islam with the course of historical periods and 

developments.” The author’s study focuses on the concept of “political rationalism” and the forms of state that 

have emerged over time.  

In important ways, this study provides readers with a “bridge” to better understand the forms of state 

and even the flux that have defined the situation in the Islamic world over the 20th and early-21st centuries, 

especially, the domestic and regional affairs of the MENA states. The longstanding Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 

Arab-Israeli wars, the Iran-Iraq war, the Arab Spring, Syrian civil war, and now the US/Israel war on Iran, have 

deeply impacted and will continue to influence not only the geopolitics of the region but also the respective 

political arenas of these states. Of course, in fairness to the author, this is a work that focuses on theory and 

history. However, I think his study makes readers think about the present and future, and this is one of its 
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strengths.   

 

 

FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The author presents Islamic political thought as the first pillar of his conceptual framework, which 

includes three categories: 1) Religious View of Politics; 2) Islamic Political Philosophy; and 3) Islamic Political 

Theory. The second pillar, Political Rationalism, examines the thought and work of five “political rationalists” 

(Ibn al-Muqaffa al-Mawardi, Nizam al-Mulk, Ibn Tufayl and Ibn Khaldun) in comparative historical context. I 

believe the conceptual framework and methodology are conceptually sound and laid out with clarity. The study 

is well outlined and thorough, diving deep into the existing literature. The author’s approach allows him to 

explore and “reconcile” important theoretical and contextual elements for each era under examination.    

 

 

WRITING STYLE AND STRUCTURE 

The habilitation thesis is a monograph and was originally published in November 2024 by Edinburgh 

University Press. The book totals 328 pages and has 5 chapters, plus an Introduction and Conclusion. This is a 

notable scholarly study, heavily cited and drawing on a range of sources that is impressive (well over 100 in 

total). The obvious audience for such a study will include graduate students and other scholars.    

 

 

POTENTIAL REVIEWER’S QUESTIONS 

-1) [This query is more indirect and less significant potentially curious for some observers. And it probably can 

be better phrased.]: Considering your findings, where, if at all, does the concept of Political Islam “fit” in your 

study, which focuses on Political Rationalism? Are there any lessons that we can draw from the evolution of 

entities like IS and the Taliban? 

-2) What refinements to your conceptual framework and research methodology (including concrete cases) 

would you envision having to make if you extended your study into the modern period, more specifically, the 

19th century through the present time?  

-3) What insights could you offer on the Iranian situation since 1979? What might the future portend for the 

Islamic Republic, domestically and throughout the Islamic world? 

-4) What’s next for your research agenda, and how does this study inform your planned future research? 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
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While I am not an expert on Islamic political thought, the author’s study reads as authoritative, one that 

comprehensively and thoughtfully engages the extant literature. I note observations made by Philip Dorroll, 

Religious Studies expert who reviewed this book for Edinburgh University Press. He observes that the study is  

“uncommonly insightful,” and “essential reading on both the history and the future of the relationship between 

Islam, politics and the state.” After reading this book, I strongly agree with Dorroll’s assessment. Dr. Bacik’s 

five exemplars provide the reader with  necessary historical context for understanding how the State has evolved 

over time within Islam, and what direction it might take in the future.      

I recommend this thesis, titled The Birth and Evolution of Islamic Political Theory: Political 

Rationalism from Ibn al-Muqaffa to Ibn Khaldun, as a basis for proceeding with the habilitation process.  

 

Gregory Hall, Professor 

E-Mail: Gregory.hall24@uky.edu 
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