
Society, Politics and Culture in 
Global Context

Semester I
First semester of Euroculture programme has more general approach.
Main aim is to provide students with more general background and
also chosen problems. Students attend three Core Fields courses,
Euroculture course and one course focusing on relations between
Central Europe and European Union.

Core Fields - Core concepts
of European society, politics

and culture

During the first semester each student acquires a set of key
competences (knowledge and skills), which form the
foundation of the programme. Students are acquainted with
the core issues of trans-, inter- and multiculturality, current
political governance, national versus transnational identity
and evolving social-political processes. These issues are
considered on the basis of 4 core concepts. 
These four concepts form the basis of teaching, learning
and assessment within the programme.
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Communication
Contact settings, either temporary or permanent, include cultural
exchange and the exchange of meaning through communication.
“Cultures” themselves are most likely a product of contact situations, at
least their conceptualisation and self-awareness. Cultural notions and
concepts are subject to change through communication processes,
which can be observed at all levels of society. The aim of this conceptual
field is to analyse cultural meanings as a variable result of social and
cultural interactions, direct or mediated contacts, perceptions and
transmissions. It includes the study of media, discourse and the
(institutional) settings in which communication takes place.

Cooperation
Cooperating to build a common Europe in the world after the two World

Wars was the basic intention behind the EU project. However,
cooperation has also been an important matter for relations with non-

European areas, in particular within the process of decolonisation.
Cooperation is analysed in terms of institutional relations, visions and
concepts of integration and interrelation, attitudes and perceptions of

shared European and/ or global identities, projects and examples of
transnationalism and transculturalism. It covers activities to promote
and transfer certain cultural concepts, values and standards or even

bureaucratic procedures. Since perceptions of these interventions vary
significantly between European and non-European observers this is an

indispensable conceptual tool to analyse the sensitivity of cultural issues.
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Mobility of Citizens
As a consequence of (forced) migration, tourism and globalisation,
individual or group mobility have become a determining factor for the
contact settings of European and trans-Europeanrelations. Through
concept the focus is placed on the socio-economic processes of Europe’s
recent and future changes, including migration cultures, policies of
migration and mobility (like “Schengen”), or temporary mobility like
travel practices within and outside Europe. These different kinds of
mobility have led to fundamental changes in the social composition and
the cultural horizons of European societies. Issues such as (ethnic)
identities, citizen values or religious attitudes are often discussed in
relation to mobility. In all cases cultural perceptions and concepts figure
prominently in the policies and practices of mobility contacts.

Active Citizenship
Social cohesion at regional, national and European level requires
knowledge and a good understanding of historical developments of the
present dynamic society. This requires also insight into its multicultural,
social and formalised aspects for its citizens, as well as the rights and
duties associated with various conceptions of citizenship. This basic
requirement is lacking among many European citizens to a large extent.
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A number of shared texts about methodology, concepts
and historical/institutional background. These texts are
read and discussed by all students;
A number of examples of European and trans-European
relevance. These examples are agreed upon in the
curriculum discussions of the network and are shared as
topics to be studied by all students;
Specific regional or national examples taught by each
partner university.

Euroculture graduates are expected – in the different
functions they will hold – to take leadership in the process of
shaping and creating understanding of a European plural
society regarding its political, socioeconomic and (multi-)
cultural aspects, which is facilitated by means of integrating
these core concepts into the curriculum. The integration of
the above mentioned core concepts into the programme is
structured in the following way:

This makes the integration of the respective profile of each
university into the programme possible. This component of
the programme involves seminars and targeted assignments
resulting in written and/or oral exams and the preparation of
one or more papers and other forms of assessment. The
content is tuned yearly by the teaching staff as well as the
Management Committee (MC) of the Euroculture network
during at least three meetings.
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Core Fields of European Culture II

The goal of the course is to acquaint students with major issues of
religion in European society in relation to history and present and
background to the changes of understanding, using and explaining
religion.
Religion had a crucial impact on forming European society and
spreading of Christianity played a vital role in creating the identity of
the „West“, unifying (Latin, church structures) and defining against the
rest of the world. Religious traditions of Judaism and Islam will be
follwed as well as other cultural phenomena (philosophy, classical
tradition), which influenced European culture with or against the
religiuos practices.
A part of the course will be formed by analyses of modernisation and
secularisation of European society, religious aspects of nationalism and
totalitarian ideologies as well as current discussions on religion.

Core Fileds of European Culture I
 

The course should elucidate the basic cultural concepts of European
history. Stress will be put on those concepts that influenced the

development of society and still influence the European society today.
If you are not familiar with the general history of Europe, we

recommend you to read about it somewhere, to get the basic facts.
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Core fields of European Culture III
 

This course offers a general view to socioeconomic change and its
geographical patterns in Central and Eastern Europe during the period of

transition to capitalism. The course begins with general theoretical
framework of the transition from the state socialism and will focus on

differences among Central European countries – namely Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. Most of cases will be focused on the

Czech Republic which is for both students and teacher the best known. It
will provide rich material for research and discussion. The course will

focus on changes in demographical behaviour and on the main migratory
trends. The most fundamental changes in the settlement system will be

also discussed. In the next step will be discussed changes in almost all
important sectors of the economy. We start with transformation of
agriculture and continue with other sectors of the economy. Special

attention will be paid to the role of foreign direct investment (FDI) by
restructuring of Central European economies and the industry branches

with the highest share of FDI (namely automotive and electric industries)
will be discussed. The cases of success stories – like Skoda auto, will be

described. Very important role was played during the state socialism by
heavy industry and energetics. Changes in these branches will be also

described and discussed. By current time most of population is employed
in services sectors. The most fundamental changes in retail, tourism and

market-oriented services will be the last important topic.
 


